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Lexington Art League Plants Seeds for a Community Supported Art Program

Inspired by agricultural model, CSA(rt) encourages buying local art and cultivating local talent


Lexington, KY – John Lackey has been painting, drawing and printmaking for more than 25 years. He originally sold his work out of parking lots and campgrounds before finding a dedicated gallery for his Homegrown Press in a renovated building on North Limestone three years ago.


Amelia Stamps grew up in a family of potters and discovered an affection for handmade ceramics after making her first piece of pottery in high school. After earning a BFA in Asheville, N.C., she relocated to Lexington and started selling her work through galleries, art fairs and festivals and Etsy.


 Marco Logsdon was raised in the South by a single mother whose interest in sewing and drawing and whose resourcefulness in finding materials inspired in him a desire to create. A resident of the Bluegrass since the mid-1980s, he produces his award-winning paintings on reclaimed wood using oil and tar and has exhibited his work nationally. 

These Lexington-based artists, along with six others, have been chosen for the Lexington Art League’s inaugural CSA(rt), a community supported art initiative that encourages and supports the production and consumption of locally produced art. 

Inspired by agricultural programs known as CSA, CSA(rt) provides economic and creative opportunities for participating artists and a culturally-rich collecting experience for participating shareholders.

“CSA(rt)  is a celebration of local talent and an investment in the artists whose creativity and unique abilities distinguish and enrich our community,” said Stephanie Harris, LAL’s executive director. “Through this program, Lexingtonians will have the opportunity to collect work made exclusively for CSA(rt) shareholders, gain an understanding of the positive impact art has on our lives, and enjoy a deeper connection with our region’s artists.”

CSA(rt), which is modeled after a program in Minnesota created by mnartists.org and Springboard for the Arts, will offer 50 shares of art for $400 each. Each share will include one piece from each of the CSA(rt) featured artists and a “bumper crop” of additional art-related goodies. 


CSA(rt) shares are currently being sold for the summer (2013), fall (2013) and spring (2014) seasons and are expected to sell out quickly. The summer harvest will be distributed on July 26, 6-9pm, at LAL’s Loudoun House during a special pick-up party that will allow artists and shareholders a chance to meet and mingle while listening to live music and enjoying cold drinks and appetizers. Shares can be purchased online at www.lexingtonartleague.org or by calling 859-254-7024.


Artists receive a commission from the sale of shares to produce work for CSA(rt). In addition to Lackey, Stamps and Logsdon, artists Stacey Chinn, Jenni Phillips, Darrell Kincer, and Alex Brooks, poet Rebecca Gayle Howell, musician Matt Duncan, and writers for Accents Publishing are creating work for the summer harvest, which is supported by community partners CD Central and Morris Book Shop.


Artwork varies each season but can include items such as limited edition 7” vinyl records, a run of screenprints, a series of small tea cups, a run of photographs, letterpress editions of a poem or short story, or small original paintings. Artists for upcoming seasons will be announced in June, as will dates for fall and spring harvests. 


“The goals of CSA(rt) are to support artists and to create an engaged community of local arts supporters,” said Becky Alley, LAL’s exhibitions and programs director. “LAL has historically supported artists through its artist studio program, its exhibitions and its fairs and festivals, and we are proud to be spearheading this organic movement to encourage deeper community support of artists through CSA(rt).”
#####

Upcoming LAL Events

ARTIST DISCUSSION

April 13, 1pm | FREE

LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Dr.)

Alice Pixley Young, a Cincinnati-based artist whose installation is included in Tales They Told Us, discusses the importance of mirrors and peepholes in her work and the role of video in her artmaking. Young’s work deals with themes of both the forest and domestic space as iconic landscapes, giving them a presence that is both soothing and alarming, nostalgic and cryptic.

STORY SOIREE

April 26, 6-9pm| FREE ($5 suggested donation)

LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Dr.)

Tell your own tales at LAL’s Story Soiree, where local legend Mick Jeffries will collect stories about Café LMNOP, an 80’s club that was a zeitgeist of music and arts culture. Patrons can also explore the art of Tales They Told Us, listen to music by Soul Funkin’ Dangerous, and enjoy the local flavors of Lexington food trucks and West Sixth Brewing.
ART BOOK MAKING 101 with Pat Gerhard

May 4, 10am-4pm | $45 ($40 for LAL Members)

LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Dr.)

Artist Pat Gerhard, owner of Third Street Stuff and Coffee, leads participants in the creation of a book that tells a story through imagery, texture, color and architecture more than through words. A walkthrough ofTales They Told Us, a Lexington Art League exhibition exploring fables, folklore, and fantasies, provides inspiration for the workshop. To register, email balley@lexingtonartleague.org.
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