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37th annual American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair Turns Over a New Leaf

Tree-inspired design brings in elements of Woodland Park to depict the atmosphere of the art-filled weekend


Lexington, KY – On Aug. 18 and 19, Woodland Park will transform into an outdoor exhibition of 200 juried artists, featuring live musical performances, art demonstrations, festival food, a beer garden, kids activities and more, all as part of American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair.

To celebrate the ongoing partnership between the Lexington Art League (LAL) and Lexington’s Parks & Recreation Department, who work together to produce this award-winning event, LAL has unveiled a new design that celebrates the park setting that has contributed to the annual fair’s reputation as one of summer’s most anticipated and enjoyed events.


“Throughout its history, American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair, LAL’s largest annual community engagement event, has been through many changes, but one thing has been and always will be constant: its unbreakable link to Woodland Park,” said Stephanie Harris, executive director at LAL. “The new design for the fair, which was conceived through discussions with Ballyhue Creative, is a tribute to the park’s natural beauty and its power to bring people together. For one weekend in August, Woodland Park hosts art for everyone, and we are celebrating that through this new branding.”


According to Parks & Recreation, Woodland Park is one of Lexington’s most utilized urban greenspaces. The park offers playground equipment, an aquatic center with three swimming pools, a baseball field, basketball courts, tennis courts, a flower garden, horseshoe pits, and a skate park. Named in honor of the large trees in the park, many of which were standing when the park was established in 1882, Woodland Park is also a budding outdoor tree museum. Most of the trees are labeled with plaques identifying their genus.


“The trees in the park and summertime are at the heart of the design inspiration," said Kimbra Lile, principal designer at Ballyhue Creative. "American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair is held every August, which is one of Kentucky’s hottest months. Being at Woodland Park, all the beautiful, old trees provide the shade and environment that have, in a way, become synonymous with a such wonderful outdoor summer event." 



American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair draws crowds of more than 60,000 over the course of its two-day run. Preparing the park for this enormous audience and transforming the natural setting into an outdoor exhibition and performance space is accomplished due to the strong partnership between LAL and Parks & Recreation and their shared commitment to the Lexington community. 


“Collaborating with LAL on American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair has been a great way to expose people to our city’s beautiful parks,” said Jerry Hancock, director of Lexington’s Parks & Recreation Department. “Through our partnership, LAL and Parks & Recreation are able to offer something for everyone to enjoy. The new design for the fair really embodies all that makes this event such a popular one in our community.”


The nature-inspired design has hit the streets in the form of posters, and LAL will offer it for sale on t-shirts, canvas bags, and more at American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair. American Founders Bank will feature the design on a billboard banner on the side of its Main Street building and has provided additional sponsor dollars to update lamppost banners with the new imagery.


“We are committed to the communities we serve, which is why American Founders Bank has invested in this event for seven years and counting,” said Barry Brauch, CFO of American Founders Bank. “We are happy to support the growth of American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair and the new branding that has been developed to portray it.” 
 
To see the new design or learn more about American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair, please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org/woodland-art-fair.html.
About LAL
The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content that illuminates the role of visual art in contemporary life. Please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org for more information.

About Ballyhue Creative

Ballyhue Creative is a graphic design boutique led by Kimbra Lile. Lile, who worked at design firms in Louisville, Winston-Salem, Greensboro, and Lexington before establishing Ballyhue Creative, has experience on a broad range of projects including corporate, in-house, freelance and non-profit work. Ballyhue Creative strives to merge inspired design, effective messaging and professional execution. For more information, visit www.ballyhue.com. 
About American Founders Bank

American Founders Bank, headquartered in Lexington, Ky., has banking offices in Lexington (4), Louisville (2), and Shelbyville, Ky., with over $430 million in assets. American Founders Bank combines the professional acumen of a large regional financial institution with the personalized attention of a local bank. American Founders Bank offers consumer banking, lending and mortgage products in addition to business banking services. More information and online banking is available at www.afbusa.com.
About Lexington Parks & Recreation Department

The Lexington Parks & Recreation Department operates and maintains more than 100 parks covering more than 4,000 acres, providing quality green space for the public to enjoy. The Parks & Recreation system includes athletics, after-school programs, aquatics, community centers, cultural arts, day camps, dog runs, equestrian, golf, natural areas, playgrounds, rental facilities, senior adult programs, special events, therapeutic recreation, walking trails and open spaces for passive recreation. For more information, visit www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=198 or, better yet, get out and play!



#####
Current LAL Exhibitions


LAL @ Art-at-the-Cathedral – Side by Side, an award-winning program sponsored by VSA Kentucky and produced in partnership with Lexington Hearing & Speech Center, engages children with disabilities in the visual arts. Led by Melody Bock-Freeman, the students of Side by Side collaborate with mentoring artists to produce a work of art to be exhibited alongside artwork created the adult artist. The exhibition, at 166 Market St., is open June 15-August 1.

LAL @ The Mezzanine Gallery at the Government Center – Art & Design {Eye Candy} is a pattern-focused study that results in pure visual delight. Featuring the work of Lexington artist and interior designer Blake Eames, the exhibition brings together the two interplaying worlds of the artist to convey a special message about living an artful existence. Eames highlights the intersection of line, shape, and color and creates a visual dialogue between the professional and the playful. 

LAL Mobile Installations ​– Designed by Darrell Kincer and Daniel Graham, Now I Know in Part investigates ideas of the perceived and the observed, giving those who experience the piece a newfound way of seeing that leads to a variety of questions and curious observations. The installation provides for a silent interaction between those within and those outside and brings to the surface reflective issues about current social interactivity and personal and interpersonal relationships.
Upcoming LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – Now in its third cycle, Kentucky.7 Biennial is a regional survey of contemporary art produced in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its seven contiguous states: Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia. Artwork selected by juror Chuck Swanson is innovative in concept and execution, is culturally relevant, and addresses issues important to contemporary life. The exhibition is open July 27-September 9, 2012.

LAL Project Space ​– Indiana-based artist Jacob Stanley transforms the Project Space into Electricution, an immersive environment highlighting the hidden system of electricity that runs throughout the Loudoun House. Suspended between collapse and construction, viewers succumb to their inner Mr. Fix-it and investigate the installation to explore the destruction and find its source. The exhibition can be viewed July 27-September 9, 2012.
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community. 

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.   The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, provides operating support to the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional support provided by American Founders Bank.

